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Species at Risk on Community Pastures 

ISSUE: In Saskatchewan, management of 1.8 million acres of land in 62 former PFRA community pastures is being 
transferred from the Federal Government to the Province. The PFRA community pastures consist of some of the largest 
contiguous tracts of native grassland habitat remaining in Saskatchewan, and were managed with biodiversity in mind. 
The divestiture of the PFRA community pastures from the Federal Government to the Province of Saskatchewan will 
directly impact species at risk and their habitat if these grasslands are not managed to preserve their multiple economic, 
social and ecological benefits. 
 

WHAT SPECIES AT RISK ARE FOUND ON PFRA COMMUNITY PASTURES? 
There are at least 30 species listed under the federal Species at Risk Act (SARA) as extirpated, endangered, threatened, 
or special concern1, that are (or were) found on community pastures in Saskatchewan:  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

Additional species such as the Bobolink and Baird's Sparrow have been assessed by the Committee on the Status of 
Endangered Species in Canada (COSEWIC) as at risk, but have not been approved to be added to the SARA list yet. Also 
since European colonization the Buffalo Wolf has become extinct, the Wood Bison that would have roamed in the 
northern pastures is endangered and the Plains Bison is essentially extirpated from roaming the plains, all of which 
affect the grasslands ecosystem. 
 

ON WHICH PFRA PASTURES ARE SPECIES AT RISK FOUND?  
Species at risk are found on 54 of 62 PFRA community pastures in Saskatchewan (listed below).The number in 
parentheses following the pasture name is the number of species at risk on that pasture.  
 

Auvergne-Wise Creek (4) 
Battle Creek (13) 
Beaver Valley (4) 

Big Stick (10) 

Bitter Lake (12) 

Brokenshell #1 (10) 

Brokenshell #2 (6) 

Caledonia-Elmsthorpe (3) 

Coalfields (4) 

Coteau (3) 

Dundurn 1 & 2 (4) 
 

Eagle Lake (3) 

Elbow (7) 

Ellice-Archie (1) 

Estevan-Cambria (3) 

Excel (4) 

Fairview (3) 

Govenlock (12) 

Gull Lake (2) 

Hillsburg (2) 

Ituna Bon Accord (2) 

Keywest (3) 

Kindersley-Elma (5) 

Laurier (10) 

Lomond #1 (9) 

Lomond #3 (10) 

Lone Tree (4) 

Mantario (2) 

Mariposa (3) 

Masefield (8) 

McCraney (2) 

Monet (7) 

   Montrose (1) 

Mount Hope-Prairie Rose (2) 

Nashlyn (6) 

Newcombe (3) 

Nokomis (3) 

Oakdale (4) 

Paynton (2) 

Progress (2) 

Reno #1 (6) 

Reno #2 (5) 

Rudy Rosedale (4) 

Shamrock (2) 

Spy Hill-Ellice (2) 

Swift Current-Webb (7) 

Tecumseh (3) 

The Gap (4) 

Usborne (3) 

Val Marie (7) 

Wallace (1) 

Wellington (3) 

Wolverine (1) 

Wreford (3 

Extirpated 

Black-footed Ferret 

Species of Special Concern 

Black-tailed Prairie Dog 

Long-billed Curlew 
McCown’s Longspur 

Peregrine Falcon 
Short-eared Owl 

Great Plains Toad 
Northern Leopard Frog 

Monarch Butterfly  

Swift Fox 

Chestnut-collared Longspur 
Common Nighthawk 

Ferruginous Hawk 
Loggerhead Shrike 

Sprague’s Pipit 

Eastern Yellow-bellied Racer 

Mormon Metalmark 
Dakota Skipper 

Buffalograss 
Slender Mouse-ear-cress 

Smooth Goosefoot 
Western Spiderwort  
Hairy Prairie-clover 

Endangered 

Burrowing Owl 
Greater Sage-grouse 

Mountain Plover 
Piping Plover 

Dusky Dune Moth 
Gold-edged Gem 

Threatened 

1
SARA Status Definitions 

 Extinct: No longer exists 

 Extirpated: No longer existing in the wild in Canada, but occurring elsewhere 

 Endangered: Facing imminent extirpation or extinction 

 

 Threatened: Likely to become endangered if limiting factors are not 
reversed 

 Special Concern: May become threatened or endangered because of 
a combination of biological characteristics and identified threats 

FACTSHEET SPECIES AT 
RISK 

(At least one pasture contains 

habitat suitable for ferrets. 

Declared extinct in 1979, 

rediscovery of some ferrets 

enabled their reintroduction in 

the US and Mexico, and in 2009 

in Grasslands National Park.)  
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SPECIES AT RISK RESEARCH ON PFRA COMMUNITY PASTURES 
Many conservation initiatives and species at risk research, conducted by university researchers, provincial and federal 
governments, and other organizations, have taken place on PFRA community pastures in consultation with pasture 
managers. For example: 

 Habitat use by the threatened Sprague’s Pipit in the Nokomis Community Pasture  

 Habitat selection by the threatened Eastern Yellow-bellied Racer in Val Marie Community Pasture 

 Evaluating and predicting suitability of sand dune habitat for the threatened Hairy Prairie-clover in Dundurn and 
Rudy Rosedale Community Pastures 

 Monitoring movements of the endangered Swift Fox in the Masefield Community Pasture  
  

WHY DO SPECIES AT RISK NEED THE PFRA COMMUNITY PASTURES? 
Critical habitat is defined in Species at Risk Act as “the habitat necessary for the survival or recovery of a listed wildlife 
species and that is identified as the species’ critical habitat in the recovery strategy or in an action plan for the species”. 
Critical habitat for one or more species at risk has been identified within the following PFRA pastures: Masefield, Elbow, 
Bitter Lake, Battle Creek, Val Marie, Beaver Valley, Govenlock, Reno #2, Excel, Keywest, Coteau, and Nokomis. 
 

Species at risk are affected by predators, climate and disease, but loss of grassland habitat is believed to be the number 
one cause of their population declines. Some species, such as the threatened Sprague’s Pipit, require large, contiguous 
tracts of light to medium-grazed native grassland for survival. PFRA community pastures offer extensive habitat for 
prairie species that, when grazed moderately in large continuous tracts, provide a natural mosaic of heavily to lightly-
grazed landscapes, meeting the full range of habitat needs for most native grassland species. Subdividing these tracts of 
native prairie via increased cross fencing could lead to grazing patterns that will harm some species at risk and reduce 
overall biodiversity. Other serious threats to the quality of SAR habitat include: lack of attention to invasive species, 
increased oil and gas development and insufficient regulation of these developments, and damage caused by 
inappropriate access or use of the pastures. Grassland conservationists and biologists believe that the pastures must 
continue to receive management that takes into consideration these concerns as well as the specific habitat needs of 
the species at risk on each pasture. 
 

HOW HAVE SPECIES AT RISK BEEN MANAGED ON PFRA COMMUNITY PASTURES? 

 Managing for biodiversity and species at risk was part of the PFRA Community Pastures mandate, and was made 
explicit in the PFRA Community Pasture business plan. 

 Data on species at risk occurring in the PFRA community pastures were collected and made available to 
Environment Canada scientists.   

 Wildlife biologists and range management agrologists, employed by the federal government, worked on 
conservation issues and species at risk management in the PFRA community pastures. 

 PFRA Community Pasture staff identified species at risk and managed areas for species at risk in the pastures. 
 

While still under federal control, PFRA community pastures are bound by the Species at Risk Act. This Act protects 
species at risk on federal lands and their critical habitat, by prohibiting actions that kill or harm species that are 
federally-listed as extirpated, endangered or threatened. Once PFRA community pastures cease to be under federal 
control, this federal law will no longer apply to the species or habitats found on those lands. Saskatchewan does not 
have its own species at risk legislation and is regularly called to task by conservation groups for not taking action to 
protect species at risk on provincial Crown lands. 
 

THE FUTURE 
Public ownership and oversight of the PFRA pastures has enabled the citizens of Canada to participate in the costs of 
managing the pastures and to protect and benefit from its many ecological and economic benefits. The PFRA system 
supported the desire by Canadians to protect species, landscapes and heritage sites and enabled Canada to uphold our 
responsibilities under international commitments such as the Temperate Grasslands Conservation Initiative of the 
International Union for Conservation of Nature, the Biodiversity Convention, and the North American Free Trade 
Agreement. Managing pasture lands to preserve habitat and species is a complex task requiring a wide range of 
knowledge, tools and resources. It would be a failure of public administration to cease federal control on the community 
pastures and transfer the responsibility and costs of public-good protection onto the backs of private farmers and 
ranchers. Preserving this Canadian heritage should be a shared responsibility among producers utilizing the pastures, 
those with a concern for species and habitat and governments entrusted with our responsibility to care for the land and 
its inhabitants. 


