
RESENTATION DESCRIPTIONS FROM PCESC 

The following presentations were made at the Prairie Conservation and Endangered Species Conference, Winnipeg, February 19-21, 
2019. Andrew and Katie will speak on these topics at the PPPI AGM on March 30, 2019.  

Andrew M. Miller, First Nations University of Canada 
Reconnecting language, land, and people: Place names of posâkanacik aski (Touchwood Hills) Plains Cree and Saulteaux communities, 
central Saskatchewan 

This talk presents ongoing community-based research on Indigenous toponyms (place names) being undertaken by First Nations 
University of Canada and four Cree and Saulteaux First Nations of the Touchwood Hills in central Saskatchewan prairie-parkland 
ecosystem. Toponyms often incorporate salient plant and animal species reflecting the history, cosmovision, and land use values of a 
society of a specific time. Our research reveals First Nations’ histories, understandings, and relationships to environments in a region 
transformed over the past 150 years by intensive agriculture and livestock production. Through interviews and examination of records in 
local museum and provincial archives we report on local faunal changes including the extirpation of whooping crane and buffalo and 
increases in elk, wolves, beaver, and dog ticks. Traditional knowledge of plant phenology and animal behavior provide signals for 
livelihood activities linking harvest of plant and animal resources. Place names provide an entry point for discussion of changing land 
uses, environmental changes, and identify physical spaces where the work of reconciliation between Aboriginal and settler societies can 
occur. 

Katie Doke Sawatzky, University of Regina School of Journalism and PPPI, Joseph Piwowar, University of Regina 
The Prairie Commons Project 

The Prairie Commons Project (located at www.prairiecommons.ca) is a multimedia website that completes the requirements of my 
graduate degree in journalism at the University of Regina (graduating October 2018). Motivated by the fact that temperate grasslands 
are now the most endangered and least protected ecozone on the planet, the Prairie Commons Project (published Oct. 1, 2018) is a 
journalistic investigation, told through different media, of how much native prairie or grasslands is currently left in Saskatchewan and its 
current and historical ecological and social benefits. The Project features stories that encompass three perspectives—a spiritual home, a 
public resource and a conservation priority—in order to show how diverse people and communities in Saskatchewan value prairie for 
different reasons and how some try to conserve it despite government decisions and policies. The goal of the Project is not only to raise 
awareness about the state of native prairie in Saskatchewan and its current threats, but also to highlight the collaborative nature of 
grassroots conservation work going on in the province. I attended meetings held by Public Pastures – Public Interest as part of my 
research and PPPI’s work is part of this movement, as are farmers, ranchers and conservationists across southern Saskatchewan. 


