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State of Saskatchewan’s publicly-owned grasslands 
Grasslands are one of the most endangered habitats in the world. In Saskatchewan, there may be as little as 13.7% of 
native prairie remaining (Doke Sawatzky 2018) 
 
There are approximately 8 million acres of publicly-owned grasslands in Saskatchewan. 

• Former Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Administration (PFRA) Pastures. 

• Saskatchewan Pastures Program. 

• Leased agricultural Crown lands. 
 
Former federal PFRA pastures 

• 1,766,600 acres of grass, with ~1,455,917 acres of native cover (Phillips 2015). 

• All but three pastures divested to SK Government as of Mar. 31, 2018. 

• Patron groups are leasing the pastures on 15-year agreements. 

• Pastures are available for patron groups to purchase. 

• Battle Creek, Nashlyn & Govenlock pastures are being managed by Environment & Climate Change Canada. 
 
Saskatchewan Pastures Program 

• 50 pastures, containing ~780,000 acres of grassland (Government of Saskatchewan 2017). 

• Program has been discontinued. 

• Pastures will be leased to patron groups on 15-year leases, but will be available for purchase by patron groups. 
 
Leased Agricultural Crown Lands 

• Leased to agricultural producers for grazing. 

• Since 2015, hundreds of quarter sections of Crown land have been sold through online auctions. 

• Native prairie has been sold without conservation easement. 
 
Why do we need PUBLIC grasslands? 
 
We are prairie people – public grasslands should be available so everyone can experience and enjoy the prairies. 
 
Indigenous peoples should have access to public grasslands for hunting and harvesting plants for food, ceremony, and 
medicine. 
 
Prairies have high biodiversity 

• Habitat loss has led to population declines of many prairie species. 

• More than 30 species at risk are found on public grasslands in Saskatchewan. 

• Monitoring and conservation efforts can benefit species at risk on public grasslands. 

• Land sold without a conservation easement is at high risk of being degraded or ploughed up. 
 

Well-managed grazing keeps prairies healthy. 

• Public grasslands provide grazing opportunities for ranchers and mixed-farm producers. 

• Professional pasture managers can be hired to look after cattle and monitor pasture health. 
 
Many archaeological and ceremonial Indigenous sites, as well as settler homesteader sites, are found on Crown 
grasslands. If sold, these sites are at risk of being destroyed. 
 
Canada has committed to meeting specific targets for biodiversity and ecosystem protection – including grasslands. 
 
Like forests, grasslands act as a carbon sink. Publicly-owned, well-managed grasslands are critical for reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions. 



Public Pastures - Public Interest (PPPI) 
 
PPPI was formed in 2012 by urban and rural citizens coming together in concern over the federal government’s decision 
to disband the federal PFRA pastures. 
 
Our mission is to retain and conserve publicly-owned grasslands 
 
PPPI’s Goals: 

• Ownership – Retain Saskatchewan’s publicly-owned grasslands as Crown land. 

• Management - Ensure that Saskatchewan's publicly owned grasslands are managed with respect for the land to 
meet the needs of those who use and care about them and to protect the public goods. 

• Community Engagement - Strengthen the community that values, celebrates, protects, and restores 
Saskatchewan’s native grasslands.  

• Knowledge – Research and document the past, the present, and the possible futures of grasslands and public 
pastures. 

 
What PPPI has accomplished so far: 

• Engaged and educated our supporters. 

• Formed relationships with many prairie stakeholder groups – ENGOs, Indigenous, ranchers, heritage. 

• Hosted public events – films, speakers, pasture tours, dinners, music concerts. 

• Written Op-Eds and articles, attained media coverage and interviews, and collaborated with filmmakers. 

• Communicated and met with elected officials. 

• Promoted letter writing campaigns. 

• Tabled a petition in the House of Commons. 

• Successfully influenced retention of some Saskatchewan native grasslands. 

• Provided input on wind energy development projects and wind energy siting guidelines for Saskatchewan. 

• Public support for the conservation of Saskatchewan’s grasslands is growing. 
 
PPPI continues to advocate for: 

• A grasslands inventory for Saskatchewan. 

• More federal and provincial resources for grasslands conservation. 

• A halt to the sale of Saskatchewan Crown grasslands. 

• Opportunities for students/public to learn about and experience grasslands. 
 
Get Involved! 

  @PublicPasturesPublicInterest    Website: https://pfrapastureposts.wordpress.com 

   @PPPI_SK      E-mail: public4pastures@gmail.com 
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Text from poster designed by Kristen Martin for the Prairie Conservation and Endangered Species Conference, held 
February 19-21, 2019, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada.  
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