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September 16, 2020 

 

To All Saskatchewan MLA candidates: 

 

Saskatchewan’s grasslands are a precious natural resource, the reason we are called a prairie 

province.  

 

There is a groundswell of support recognizing the grasslands’ role in carbon sequestration, 

providing critical habitat for Species at Risk and providing pastures where livestock production 

is part of the natural ecological cycle. 

 

Caring about preserving nature is not limited by political party lines. 

 

People from many viewpoints have worked together to promote conservation, as evidenced by 

the creation of the Wildlife Habitat Protection Act in Saskatchewan in 1983.  

 

Temperate grasslands are one of the most threatened biomes on the planet. Less than 10 

percent of Saskatchewan’s original prairie remains. We owe it to our children’s future to do 

what we can to keep it for future generations. 

 

We encourage you to look at the information and proposals in our attached factsheet and flyer 

for MLA candidates and include these policies in your plans for Saskatchewan. 

 

Public Pastures – Public Interest 

 

 

Formed in 2012, the mission of Public Pastures - Public Interest (PPPI) is to retain and conserve 

publicly-owned grasslands and advocate for the conservation and protection of Saskatchewan’s 

remaining prairie grassland ecosystems.
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What You Can Do 

   

➢ Keep Crown grasslands publicly-owned and protected from development, including 

former PFRA and provincial pastures. Halt the sale of public land with ecological value 

including Crown lands that, until removed by recent Order-in-Council, had been 

protected under the Wildlife Habitat Protection Act. 

 

➢ Work with the federal government on additional resources needed to manage public 

values such as: biodiversity, carbon sequestration, ecosystem conservation, and public 

access. Support ranchers and others working to preserve grasslands. 

 

➢ Conduct a complete inventory of our remaining native grasslands. 

 

➢ Create Saskatchewan legislation that recognizes the value of our remaining native 

grassland. 

 

➢ Protect native prairie, including monitoring and enforcing Conservation Easements 

preventing breaking of these lands. Once native prairie is broken it cannot be restored. 

 

➢ Strengthen the Environmental Assessment process to better involve the public and 

protect the remaining grasslands from development. 


